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Lesson1: Digital Life, With Power Comes Responsibility

Taught By: Religion

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/power-
comes-responsibility-6-8 

Overview: Students explore what it means to be responsible and respectful to 
their offline and online communities as a step towards learning about the 
characteristics of good digital citizens.

Objectives:

• Consider their responsibilities to their offline communities
• Reflect on their responsibilities to their online communities
• Learn that good digital citizens navigate the digital world responsibly and 

respectfully

Lesson 2: Digital Life: Digital Life 101

Taught By: Religion 

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
digital-life-101-6-8 

Overview:  Students watch the Student Intro Video – Digital Life 101, which 
shows the 24/7, social nature of digital media – a change from the media 
consumption culture of the past. They then make similes about their digital 
lives and learn that because media connect us in more social and interactive 
ways than ever before, it is important to carry out online relationships 
responsibly. This lesson also serves as an assessment baseline for teachers to 
gain a better understanding of their students’ familiarity with digital media and 
key vocabulary associated with digital life.

Objectives:

• Learn about the 24/7, social nature of digital media
• Explore their digital lives
• Learn that it is important to act responsibly when carrying out 

relationships over digital media
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Video Component: Student Intro Video: Digital Life 101-Click:  2078096

Lesson 3: Privacy and Digital Footprints: Trillion Dollar Footprint

Taught By: Science

Lesson Link:http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8 

Overview: Students watch the Privacy Student Intro Video – The Digital 
Footprint to learn how information online can easily get out of one’s control. 
They then examine the blog posts, photos, and profiles of two fictional host 
applicants for a TV show called “Trillion Dollar Footprint” and decide which 
would make a more honest host who works well with others. A key message of 
the lesson is that although online information provides an incomplete picture of 
a person, it can still affect how others view that person.

Objectives: 

• Learn that they have a digital footprint and that information from it can 
be searched; copied and passed on; seen by a large, invisible audience, 
and can be persistent

• Recognize that people’s online information can be helpful or harmful to 
their reputation and image

• Consider their own digital footprints and what they want those footprints 
to be like in the future

Video Component:Student Intro Video: The Digital Footprint

Click:  2078100

Lesson 4: Privacy and Digital Footprints: Top Secret

Taught By: Science

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/top-
secret-7-8 

Overview: Students play Top Secret, an interactive narrated tutorial about 
privacy. In this interactive, students follow the story of two young people, Chris 
and Mariah, as they deal with ethical and practical issues, both online and 
offline, related to sharing information online. At various points in the story, 
students decide what the characters should do next, or evaluate actions the  
characters have taken. Students then receive feedback based on the choices 
they make and discuss the main points of the  tutorial as a group.

Common Sense Media. "Digital Literacy and Citizenship Curriculum for Grades 6-8 | Common Sense Media." Digital Literacy 
and Citizenship Curriculum for Grades 6-8 | Common Sense Media. N.p., n.d. Web. 27 July 2012. <http://
www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8>.

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/2078096
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/2078096
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/2078100
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/2078100
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/top-secret-7-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/top-secret-7-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/top-secret-7-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/top-secret-7-8
http://media.commonsensemedia.org/games/top-secret.swf
http://media.commonsensemedia.org/games/top-secret.swf
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8


Objectives:

• Judge when sharing online crosses the line to over-sharing
• Explore the responsibility one has to others to keep their information 

private
• Discuss what role parents and teachers should have in students’ online 

lives
Video Component:Understanding the Impact of Digital Footprints Click: 
3054941

Lesson 5: Connected Culture: Forms and Norms

Taught By: Language Arts

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
forms-and-norms-6-8 

Overview:Students begin by role-playing greetings to various types of people 
(e.g., grandma, teacher, best friend) to demonstrate that there are different 
norms about how to interact with different people. They engage in a dramatic 
reading of written online transcripts, such as an email exchange or IM chat 
between two people. Finally, they work with a partner to identify ways that we 
modify communication based on the audience, context, and purpose.

Objectives:

• Learn how to effectively analyze online communications, identifying their 
form, audience, and purpose

• Recognize that not understanding the forms and norms of online 
communication can lead to misunderstandings and even ill will

• Be able to modify their forms and norms of communication, both digital 
and print, depending on the audience

Lesson 6: Connected Culture: What is Cyberbullying?

Taught By: Language Arts

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
whats-cyberbullying-6-8 

Overview: Students discuss positive and negative aspects of interacting with 
others online. They learn the definition of cyberbullying and help the teacher fill 
in a chart that compares in-person bullying with cyberbullying. They then read 
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a story of a student who is cyberbullied, identifying the players involved and 
how the target might feel.

Objectives:

• Empathize with the targets of cyberbullying
• Recognize some of the key similarities and differences between in-person 

bullying and cyberbullying
• Identify strategies for dealing responsibly with cyberbullying.

Lesson 7: Self-Expression and Identity: My Online Self

Taught By: Math

Lesson Link:http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/my-
online-self-6-8 

Overview: Students first explore different aspects of who they are by playing 
the “Three Facts, One Fiction” game.  They then watch the Self-Expression and 
Identity Student Intro Video, and discuss how online and offline personalities 
can be both similar and different. Students then explore their own personalities 
on and off the Internet by completing the Offline/Online Me Student Handout.

Objectives:

• Recognize that they have unique characteristics that make up their 
identities

• Discover that people express their identities through offline and online 
roles, which can sometimes differ from one another in significant ways

• Explore their own offline and online personalities
• Understand that the Internet gives them the freedom to make choices 

about how they present themselves to others online
Video Component: Student Intro Video: You Online Click: 2078108

Lesson 8: Respecting Creative Work: A Creator’s Rights

 Taught By: Social Studies

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
creators-rights-6-8 

Overview:
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Students view the introductory video and explore the Key Vocabulary terms 
using the student handout. Students then explore the copyright history of the 
“Happy Birthday” song and create an original happy birthday song of their own. 
For the Extension Activity, students examine copyright licensing in depth by 
looking at the Creative Commons licensing symbols in the intro video.

Objectives:

• Understand that copyright is a legal system that protects their rights to 
creative work.

• Compare different ways people license their copyrighted work.
• Create an original song, perform it in front of the class, and reflect on 

their copyright for the song.

Video Component: Student Intro Video: Credit for Creative Work Click: 
2078111

Lesson 9: Respecting Creative Work: A Creator’s Responsibilities 

 Taught By: Social Studies 

Lesson Link: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
creator’s-responsibilities-6-8  

Overview: Students view and discuss the video vignette, a documentary-style 
story of a young writer who posts her work online (Nicole’s Story, 6th), or a 
young creator who uses video and music clips to make his own creations 
(Henry’s Story, grades 7-8). Students then read case studies and discuss the 
particular ethical challenges that a “cut and paste” digital culture poses with 
respect to creative work. Then they use Ask, Acknowledge, Add Value to 
demonstrate their understanding of their responsibilities.

Objectives: 

• Consider ethical questions about real-life decisions young creators make 
in exercising their creative rights and responsibilities

• Understand that piracy and plagiarism are irresponsible and disrespectful 
behaviors that have ethical and legal implications

• Brainstorm solutions to dilemmas creators might encounter

Video Component: Respecting Creative Work Video Vignette: Henry's Story 
Click: 2078112
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Respecting Creative Work Video Vignette: Nicole's Story Click: 2078113 
Lesson 10: Respecting Creative Work: Rework, Reuse, Remix

Taught By: Social Studies

Lesson Link:http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/
rework-reuse-remix-6-8 

Overview: Students learn how to judge whether something is protected by fair 
use by using the Four Points of Fair Use Student Handout. They apply the four 
points of fair use to two case studies, a remixed video and a mash-up song, to 
judge whether or not they fall under fair use. Students then create an original 
work of fair use by reworking copyrighted material to create a collage or a 
remix video.

Objectives: 

• Identify the key points required for a creative work to fall under fair use
• Judge whether or not the two case studies can be called fair use
• Understand the value of fair use by reworking and remixing copyrighted 

material in a collage or video

Video Component: Understanding "Fair Use" in a Digital World Click: 
3054856

Lesson 11: CKS iPad Handbook

Taught By: Guidance 

In this lesson the teacher will present the iPad Procedures slideshow in which 
she will discuss the CKS approved iPad Procedures based on what students will 
agree to in the CKS iPad Pledge. After addressing each of the procedures and 
giving students ample time to answer questions she will read and discuss each 
line of the CKS iPad Handbook. Students will then make the iPad pledge. 
Students should sign the agreement. The teacher will also communicate to 
students that their parents will agree to these terms as well. Students will be 
instructed that to receive the school issued iPad, they will need to pass the 
Digital Driver’s Licensee test on Edmodo.com. A 93% or above will be 
considered a passing grade. 

Common Sense Media. "Digital Literacy and Citizenship Curriculum for Grades 6-8 | Common Sense Media." Digital Literacy 
and Citizenship Curriculum for Grades 6-8 | Common Sense Media. N.p., n.d. Web. 27 July 2012. <http://
www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8>.

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/2078113
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/2078113
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rework-reuse-remix-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rework-reuse-remix-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rework-reuse-remix-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rework-reuse-remix-6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/3054856
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/video/modal/3054856
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/curriculum/6-8

